
Paul W Yonkin 
(1918 - 1944)

Paul William Yonkin was born on 05 May 1918 in Dushore Pennsylvania the son of Otis Freeman Yonkin and Minnie Myrtle Vail. He had a younger brother, 
Donald Archie, born in 1921, and seven half brothers and sisters from his mother's first marriage to Rush Huffmaster who died in 1911.  Paul was born and 
raised in Cherry Twp, Sullivan County, Pennsylvania.  Paul moved to live with their stepsister,  Abbie Lonser,  in Dearborn Michigan around 1935.  WWII draft 
registrations for Paul (Oct 1940) and Donald (Feb 1942) listed their stepbrother, Joe Huffmaster, as their employer as carpenters in Detroit , Michigan. 

When he was 23, Paul married Mary Elizabeth Valinch from Lopez, Pennsylvania, daughter of Joseph Valinch and Barbara Sincavage, on 08 May 1941 in 
Dearborn, Michigan. Paul William Yonkin and Mary Elizabeth Valinch had no children.

Paul enlisted in the US Army in March 1942 at Ft Custer, Michigan.  He was assigned to the 307th Airborne Engineering Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division.  
From 1942 to 1945,  the Battalion participated in 8 major campaigns, more than any other engineer battalion and was the first engineer battalion to perform a 
mission with an Airborne Division. The campaigns were Sicily, Anzio, Naples-Foggia, Rome Amo, Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace (the Battle of the 
Bulge), and Central Europe.

Normandy Invasion - On June  7, 1944, D day plus 1, the 307th Engineers were transported in a Glider in support of “Operation Galveston”.  Galveston was 
designed to reinforce the 82d Division with guns, vehicles and glider infantry. 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion Company A landed by glider at 0700 hours in 
Landing Zone W (Les Forges) and moved to join the 325th Infantry in the vicinity of Chef Du Pont at 0930hours. Bridges and culverts south of Le Port and 
near Liesville were blown.

The mortal ferocity of the four-day battle of La Fière (June 6 to 9) for control of the small stone bridge over the Merderet River at La Fière in Normandy is 
testament to the bridge’s strategic importance in the D-Day invasion of June 1944. Without control of the bridge and its vital causeway, American forces 
coming from Utah Beach would not have been able to force their way inland. Fought largely by paratroopers and glidermen from the 82nd Airborne Division, 
the battle to secure the bridge at La Fière is described as “probably the bloodiest small unit struggle in the experience of American arms.” Victory at La Fière 
cost more than 250 American lives. 
Source: (1) https://www.nationalww2museum.org

Paul William Yonkin was killed in Action in the Battle of La Fière on June 8, 1944.  WWII The Morning Report from Co “A”  307 A/B Emg. Bn. reported “Fr dy 
to killed in action  in France as of 8 June 1944, Shrapnel and gunshot wounds penetrating neck (Battle)”. The narrative from Peter Turnbull's book, I Maintain 
the Right (AuthorHouse, 2005), states “with the attack being successful and the infantry advancing on the other side of the causeway, Company A swept the 
road on the causeway for mines and began repairing damage to the road surface.  Tec 5 Yonkin was killed on this detail removing a mine on the Eastern 
approach to the causeway”.

Paul was awarded the Purple Heart and Silver Star for his heroics in the battle.  The citation noted: “The President of the United States of America, 
authorized by Act of Congress July 9, 1918, takes pride in presenting the Silver Star (Posthumously) to Technician Fifth Grade Paul W. Yonkin (ASN: 
36176385), United States Army, for gallantry in action while serving with Company A, 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division, in action 
against the enemy at Normandy, France on 8 June 1944.  His gallant and dedicated devotion to duty, without regard for his own like, were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Army”.

Paul Yonkin was buried in the United States Military Cemetery in Blosville, France on June 11, 1944.  In 1948, the remains of Paul W Yonkin were disinterred 
and returned to the United Stated for final burial in White Chapel Memorial Cemetery, Troy, Michigan. 



The Sullivan Review
July 6, 1944

Mr. and Mrs. Otis F. Yonkin of Cherry township, received word on Tuesday June 27th 
that their son T-5 Paul William Yonkin was killed in action on June 8th.

He was born in Cherry Township, May 5th, 1918. Attended the rural school and 
Bernice High School. At the age of 16 he went to Detroit, Michigan where he made 
his home with his sister, Mrs. Abbie Lonser, where he was employed as a carpenter.

In May 1940 he married Miss Mary Valinch of Lopez. In 1941 he was inducted into 
the armed forces and sent to Fort Custer, Michigan. He took his basic training at 
Camp Clairborn, La, and was connected with the Airborne Eng. Division. He was 
then transferred to Fort Bragg, N.C. to complete his training. He was then sent to a 
P.O.E. in New York and landed safely in North Africa. He participated in the invasion 
of Sicily, later serving in Italy, where he was fortunate enough to meet his younger 
brother, T-5 Donald Yonkin, and was able to spend a few hours with him. From Italy 
his outfit was sent to Northern Ireland for a much needed rest. Later he was sent to 
England, where he participated in the invasion of France.

He is survived by his wife, Mary Valinch Yonkin of Detroit, Michigan, his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Otis F. Yonkin of Cherry township, a brother T-5 Donald A. Yonkin serving 
with the Armed Forces in Italy, Arthur Huffmaster, George Huffmaster, Mrs. Abbie 
Lonser of Detroit, Mich., Mrs. Ellen Lonser, Mrs. Ethel Mangel of Pittston, and 
several nieces and nephews.
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Source: https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/91880
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Paul W Yonkin 
WW II

WW II - Draft Registration

82nd Airborne Division 
307th Engineer Battalion 

The 307th Engineer Battalion was first constituted on 5 August 1917 in the National 
Army as the 307th Engineers and organized at Camp Gordon, Georgia 27 August 1917 
as a unit of the 82nd Infantry Division. This unit participated in 3 World War I 
campaigns: Meuse-Argone, St. Mihiel and Lorraine. It was demobilized on 17 May 1919 
at Camp Dix, New Jersey. 

The 307th Engineer Battalion was again ordered into active service on 25 March 1942 
at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana as part of the 82nd Infantry Division. On 15 August 1942 
the Battalion was redesignated as the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion and assigned 
to the 82nd Infantry Division. From 1942 to 1945 the Battalion participated in 8 major 
campaigns, more than any other engineer battalion and was the first engineer battalion 
to perform a mission with an Airborne Division. The campaigns were Sicily, Anzio, 
Naples-Foggia, Rome Amo, Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace (the Battle of the 
Bulge), and Central Europe. In 1946, the Battalion was moved to and stationed at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina.

307th AEB Company A pre D-Day.   (Photo courtesy of James Huettenmueller)

Source: https://ww2-airborne.us/units/307/307.html
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Paul W Yonkin 
WWII - Normandy - D Day +1  

Glider

US  Army - 82nd Airborne Division  
Passenger Manifest - Glider  

June 7, 1944 

Source: http://www.airborneinnormandy.com/index.htm

Interior of a Horsa glider, looking 
to the rear from the cockpit

Source: http://www.6juin1944.com

http://www.airborneinnormandy.com/images/soldieroftheday/201603march/36176385%20Pages%20from%20307th%20Abn%20Engr%20Bn%20Co%20A%20Manifest%20Normandy.jpg


Paul W Yonkin 
WWII - Normandy - D Day +1 

Landing Zone 
307th Airborne Engineering 

Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division

June  7, 1944, D day plus 1
7AM

The Battle of the La Fière 
June  6 -9, 1944


Paul W Yonkin

KIA June 8, 1944

Source: https://www.airborne-museum.org



Paul W Yonkin 
The Battle of the La Fière Causeway

Source: http://www.airborneinnormandy.com/index.htm

One of the essential missions of the 82nd American Airborne Division was to take the bridges spanning the Merderet river and the ones 
in Chef-du-Pont, all located west of Sainte-Mère-Église. Between 6 and 9 June 1944, fierce battles took place in the surrounding area of 

Merderet, in the midst of swamps purposely flooded by German forces. 

On 6 June, at daybreak, a company belonging to the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR) as well as soldiers from the 507th and 
508th regiments took the La Fière manor as well as the bridge over the Merderet river by storm. At the end of the afternoon, German 

forces, though backed up by tanks, failed to recapture the bridge. 

The following two days German forces counter-attacked repeatedly. Yet, in spite of a lack of ammunitions, the American soldiers stood 
their ground. On 9 June General James Gavin led a bloody assault through the flooded areas to take control of the road and make it 
safe. Backed up by tanks from Utah Beach, American paratroopers managed, once and for all, to take the village of Cauquigny. This 

victory put an end to the battle of the Merderet river. 

With the attack being successful and the infantry advancing on the other side of the causeway Company A swept the road on the 
causeway for mines etc, and began repairing damage to the road surface.  Tec 5 Yonkin was killed on this detail removing a mine on 

the Eastern approach to the causeway.
Source: https://liberationroute.comSource: "I maintain the right" . the history of the 307 Airborne Engineer 

Battalion in WW2, Peter Turnbull

http://www.airborneinnormandy.com/images/soldieroftheday/201603march/36176385%20Pages%20from%20307th%20Abn%20Engr%20Bn%20Co%20A%20Manifest%20Normandy.jpg


Paul W Yonkin 
Killed in Action - La Fière Bridge



Paul W Yonkin 
WWII - Normandy Invasion 

Reports of the hazards and confusion which plagued ELMIRA prompted the 
53d Wing to make certain changes in GALVESTON, the first glider mission 
scheduled for D plus 1. Landfall was to be made four miles south of UTAH 
Beach on the north side of the Douve estuary. Instead of using LZ W the pilots 
were to release their gliders in the vicinity of LZ E about a mile west of Ste 
Marie-du-Mont, and their homeward turn after release would be made to the 
left, instead of the right. These changes would keep the serials out of range of 
the enemy north of Ste Mere Eglise and in the Turqueville enclave. 


GALVESTON was designed to reinforce the 82d Division with guns, vehicles 
and glider infantry. Its first serial, flown by the 437th Group from Ramsbury, 
consisted of 50 planes towing 32 Wacos and 18 Horsas. In the gliders were the 
1st Battalion of the 325th Glider Infantry, and part of an engineer company, a 
total of 717 troops with 17 vehicles, 9 pieces of artillery and 20 tons of 
equipment. The second serial was made up of 50 planes and 50 Wacos, flown 
by the 434th Group from Aldermaston. Aboard were the headquarters of the 
325th Glider Infantry, the Reconnaissance Platoon of the 82d Division and 
sundry engineers and artillerymen, in all, 251 men with 24 vehicles, 11 guns, 5 
tons of ammunition and 11⁄2/2 tons of other materiel. With the mission went 
two planes of the 435th Group towing Horsas which had aborted in ELMIRA. 


Take-offs at the two fields began at 0439 and 0432 respectively, more than half 
an hour before dawn, in conditions of poor visibility, rain, and gusty wind. One 
Horsa of the 437th with a 1000- pound overload wouldn't budge off the 
ground. Another was accidentally released during assembly, but its tug plane 
returned and picked up a substitute. One glider of the 434th Group likewise 
was released over the field and was replaced by a substitute. Another broke 
loose near Port- land Bill, too far away to transfer its load. 


Over the Channel and over Normandy the weather improved. The rain gave 
way to thin, high, broken clouds and the visibility became excellent. The 
mission followed the beacons to GALLUP, turned there and proceeded by 
pilotage and dead reckoning to the St. Marcouf Islands, and the mouth of the 
Douve. Since the sun was up and the Normandy coast plainly visible most of 
the way after GALLUP, navigation was not difficult. The serials passed over or 
near many Allied ships, but by daylight the glider formations and their identifying 
stripes were recognized in all cases. Some of the gliders, sluggish because of 
overloads, were hard to manage, and some formations became scrambled. 
One glider pilot reported seeing C-47's above and beneath him as he 
approached Normandy.

Between the coast and the LZ both serials re-ported small arms fire 
of medium intensity, probably from German elements pushed south 
from the UTAH area on the previous day and not yet mopped up. 
The 437th was also fired on after its turn, which probably brought it 
over the German salient around St. Come. In the 437th's serial 8 
planes received moderate damage and 18 in the 434th were hit, 
none of them seriously. 


The 437th Group arrived at 0655, five minutes ahead of schedule. 
Its serial came in low and released most of its gliders from between 
200 and 300 feet and a few of them even lower. Release at such 
altitudes meant that the gliders could not glide much more than 
half a mile or stay in the air over half a minute. It decreased 
exposure to enemy fire but increased the chance of accidents. All 
but five or six of the gliders were released too soon and landed 
between the two southern causeways and LZ E, the greatest 
concentration being a mile northeast of Ste Marie-du-Mont. The 
gliders landing east of LZ E had only an occasional sniper or mortar 
shell to harass them, but suffered many accidents. No less than 10 of 
the Horsas were destroyed and 7 damaged with 17 troops killed and 
63 injured. Of the Wacos 9 were destroyed and 15 were damaged, 
but only 22 of their passengers were injured and none killed. The 
glider pilots apparently had no deaths and few injuries.


 
The 434th Group, flying second in GALVESTON, reached its release 
area at 0701, nine minutes ahead of time. Unlike the first serial it 
appears to have released on LZ W and, despite lack of beacons and 
markers, to have done so very accurately. The 82d Division credited 
it with 20 gliders landed on the zone, 19 within a mile of it and 8 within 
2 miles. One was 21/2 miles off and one 41/2 miles away. Accidents 
destroyed 16 Wacos and damaged 26, but no troops were killed 
and only 13 injured. Moreover, at least 19 jeeps, 6 trailers and 7 guns 
were found in usable condition. The enemy around Turqueville still 
kept LZ W under fire, but in spite of them the gliders were unloaded 
in fairly good time and the glider troops assembled near les Forges. 

Glider Missions on D plus 1- GALVESTON  (June  7, 1944)

Source: Airborne Operations in World War II, 

European Theater.  Dr. John C Warren (Page 70)



Source: FindaGrave.com

http://FindaGrave.com


Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, The Evening News  
(Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) · 6 Dec 1944, 

Detroit Free Press (Detroit, Michigan) · 19 Jan 1945, Fri · 
The Wilkes-Barre Record 

 (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) · 7 Dec 1944 

Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, The Evening News  

(Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) · 6 Dec 1944 

Paul W Yonkin



Source: http://www.airborneinnormandy.com/images/soldieroftheday/201603march/36176385.pdf
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Source: https://www.tracesofwar.com

Source: http://www.6juin1944.com/assaut/aeropus/en_page.php?page=roll&unit=307



Minnie Vail & Otis Freeman Yonkin

83 years, widow of Rush Huffmaster, wife of Otis Yonkin

Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, the Evening News, Wilkes-Barre Record  
 (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) · 12 Jan 1959, 

Scrantonian Tribune - 11 Jan 1959



Minnie Myrtle Vail was born on 28 Aug 1875 in Scranton, Pennsylvania, the daughter of Hiram Vail 
and Cordelia Miller Vail. She died on 10 Jan 1959 in Dushore,  Sullivan County, Pennsylvania and is 
buried in Peace Cemetery. 

When she was 16, she married Rush William Huffmaster, son of Henry George Huffmaster and Ellen 
C Yonkin, on 14 Nov 1891 in Sullivan County Pennsylvania. 
Rush William Huffmaster and Minnie Myrtle Vail had seven children:
1. Abbie Agnes Huffmaster was born on 23 Jul 1893. She died on 28 Oct 1945 in Dearborn, 

Michigan. She married John Louser on 31 Oct 1923 in Luzerne Co, Pennsylvania.
2. Arthur Henry Huffmaster was born on 20 May 1895 in Pennsylvania. He died on 30 Jul 1981 in 

Dearborn, Wayne, Michigan.
3. Ellen ( Eleanor) Mary May Huffmaster was born on 28 Jun 1897 in Dushore,  Sullivan County, 

Pennsylvania. She died on 08 Oct 1973 in Dushore. She married Herman Lonser on 24 Sep 
1912.

4. Ethel Cordelia Huffmaster was born on 15 Jun 1902 in Dushore, Sullivan, Pennsylvania. She 
died on 01 Jan 2002 in Pittston, Luzerne, Pennsylvania (Wilkes-Barre General Hospital). She 
married Ira Mangle on 28 Jun 1926.

5. Joseph Leland Huffmaster was born on 03 Dec 1903 in Pennsylvania. He died on 16 May 1989 
in Superior, Washtenaw, Michigan. He married Mabel Sarnosky on 28 May 1925.

6. George Harland Huffmaster was born on 05 Apr 1910 in Pennsylvania. He died on 05 May 1994 
in Canton, Wayne, Michigan. He married Anna Meski on 08 Mar 1930.

Rush Huffmaster died on 08 Dec 1911 at the age of 42 in Sullivan County Pennsylvania with the 
cause of Death listed as a perforated pyloric ulcer with pneumonia as a contributing factor.  
According to the 1910 Census two of their girls were living with relatives on neighboring farms, Ellen 
aged 12 living with Ira B Yonkin and Ethel aged 7 living with Edward Huffmaster. 

Minnie M Vail / Huffmaster (40) remarried to Otis Freeman Yonkin (37)  in 1916.  Otis was born on 15 
Dec 1878, the son of William H Yonkin (1838-1915) and Hannah A. Fairchild (1847-1937).  In the 
1910 Census Otis was living with his parents at the age of 32.  Otis Freeman Yonkin and Minnie 
Myrtle Vail had two children:

1. Paul William Yonkin was born on 05 May 1918 in Pennsylania. He died on 08 Jun 1944 in Basse-
Normandie, France.

2. Donald Archie Yonkin was born on 24 May 1921 in Dushore, Pennsylvania. He died on 23 Dec 
2004 in Mesa, Arizona.

The 1920 Census for the Household of Otis Yonkin included Minnie (41), son Paul (1 
yr, 8 mths) and stepson George (9) who was listed as “Younkin” versus Huffmaster.  
The 1920 census has the spelling go “Younkin”.  This spelling is assumed to be a 
spelling error by the census taker since the spelling on the 1910 Census was “Yonkin” 
and the name was also misspelled for other “Yonkins” in the area on the 1920 
census.

A search for the other Huffmaster children in the 1920 Census revealed:
* Abbie Huffmaster (27) - Single - Servant in the household of Patrick Finan with 

occupation of “Cook” in Hotel Industry in the Burrough of Dushore.
* Arthur Huffmaster (25) - Married - Farm in Cherry Twp, Sullivan County.  One child 

(5).
* Ellen Huffmaster (22) - Married to Herman Lonser (29).  Three children.  Pittston, 

Luzerne County, Pennsylvania
* Ethel Huffmaster (18) - Not located 
* Joseph Huffmaster (16) - Listed a Boarder with Sarah Fulmer on neighboring farm. 
* George Huffmaster (9) - Listed as George Yonkin (Stepson) in Otis Yonkin 

Household

Abbie Huffmaster married John Lonser on October 31, 1923 in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania.  The application for Marriage License list the residence address of 
John Lonser as Detroit Michigan.  John Lonser was a former resident of Mildred, 
Sullivan County, Pennsylvania and a veteran of World War I. He made his home in 
Sugar Hill until he came back from overseas. After securing employment in Detroit 
with Ford Motor Co., he made his home there.

The 1930 Census reports Abbie (35) and John (36) Lonser as residing in Dearborn, 
Michigan along with their children, Donald (3) and Marie (5 mths).  The Occupation of 
John Lonser is listed as Inspector in the Automotive Industry. 
• Abbie’s youngest brother George Huffmaster (21) and his wife, Anna Huffmaster 

(18) are reported as residing in the Lonser household in the 1930 Census.   
George Huffmaster is listed as Carpenter in the Building Industry.  

• Abbie’s middle brother Joseph Huffmaster (26) is also reported as living in 
Dearborn area in the 1930 Census with his wife Mable (20) and children Marion 
(3) and Mable (1).  Joseph’s occupation is listed as Carpenter in the Building 
Industry.  

• Abbie’s oldest brother, Arthur (34) is reported as living in Cherry Township, 
Sullivan County Pa in the 1930 Census with the Occupation of Farmer and in 
Dearborn, Michigan in the 1940 census with his wife Inez (45) and daughter Marie 
(17). His occupation in 1940 is listed as Carpenter in the Building Industry.  

In the 1930 Census Paul (12) and Donald (9) Yonkin are reported as living in the 
Household of Otis and Minnie Yonkin, Cherry Twp, Sullivan County, Pennsylvania.  
Paul and Donald moved to live their stepsister in Dearborn Michigan in 1934 while 
both of their parents continued to reside in Cherry Township, Sullivan County, 
Pennsylvania.   WWII draft registrations for Paul (Oct 1940) and Donald (Feb 1942) 
listed their stepbrother, Joe Huffmaster, as their employer as Carpenters in Detroit 
Michigan. The 1940 Census reports Paul Yonkin (21) and Donald Yonkin (10) as 
residing in the household of Abbie (47) and John (48) in Dearborn Michigan with the 
occupation of Carpenter. 

Minnie Vail / Huffmaster / 
Yonkin 

(1875-1959)


